178.   LETTER TO B. 0. HQRN1MAN

[BOMBAY,]
April 6, 1919

DEAR HORNIMAN,

The accompanying is a great letter1. You know Dwijendra-
babu. He is the eldest brother of Sir R, Tagore and is leading,
like his father the late Devendranath Tagore, practically the life of
a sannyasi. I think he is over eighty years old. The letter therefore
is, I think, worth reproducing* I would even suggest a photo-
print of the letter* But the object of my writing this is not merely
to send the enclosed to you. It is to ask you, if I may, to dip
your pen in the ink of love for tomorrow's leading article in the
Chronicle, I know I have now come to know you enough to know
that you are quite capable of writing such an article and, if you
will accept my suggestion, I would like you also to make it a signed
leader*

Tours sincerely,

From the manuscript of Mahadev Desai's Diary* Courtesy: Narayan Desai

llt ran:
March 31, 1919
MV MOST SEVERED FRIEND Mfc. OAN0HI,
I wish with all my heart that you will go on, unflinchingly, with your
work of helping our misguided people to overcome Evil by Good. At times, it
seems to me that the penance and fastings, etc,, which you enjoin [on] me
are not quite the things that are necessary and therefore may be dispensed
with. But on the second thought I find that we are not competent to judge the
matter aright from our standpoint. You are deriving your inspiration from
such a high source, that instead of calling in question the appropriateness of
your sayings and doings, we ought to thankfully recognise in them the fatherly
call of Providence full of divine wisdom and power.
May the Almighty and All-merciful God be your shield and strength in
this awful crisis*
Tour affectionate old
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